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This was a drawn out process, since museum exhibits usually metamorphose very
slowly. In the exhibit, the story of the community of the founders of Kibbutz Lochamei
HaGetaot is told, as a community having common biographical characteristics and as
a collection of individuals with a unique story to tell. It consolidates the message of
the House: a museum established by a community of survivors who place at the core
the living testimony, the archival document, and the instilling of values in the coming
generations. The dedication of this exhibit was a fulfillment of the process: after the
relating of the stories of the founding members in the Testimonies of Survival, they
were portrayed, actually for the first time, inside the museum. The individual, the

community, and the national public found their common locale



The relationship between the kibbutz and the museum was complex. At times they
overlapped, at times formed a tangent, at times contradicted each other - as was the

case vis a vis Germany and the issue of payment of reparations.

Over the years, the museum sought its organizational framework and the founders
were concerned by the question of ownership and the need for financial backing. The
museum did not possess a firm statutory base. At first, the archive was recognized as
a public institution, followed by the establishment of the “Friends of the House
Society” as a supporting organ. There was a public committee and attempts were
made to formulate a legal framework similar to an Ottoman guild, but none of these
truly fitted an institute of this scale. In the summer of 1976, a majority vote of the
kibbutz assembly accepted a partnership based on 51% held by the United Kibbutz
Movement, and 49% by the kibbutz itself. The museum, which had been established

as an integral part of the kibbutz, was no longer under its full ownership.

During the seventies, a discussion articulated the need to relate the personal stories
of the kibbutz members and to individually commemorate the family members who
fell victim to the holocaust, comprehensively, and not only a particularly chosen time,
place, or action. this individual call came surprisingly from the kibbutz, which had
been established to be a monument of life and creation, and where a yearly
ceremony marking the holocaust and heroism was realized with the closing of
Holocaust Day, and where one of its branches was a museum commemorating the

holocaust and the Uprising.

As the founding generation gave way and the first founders passed away, the
willingness to relate to the third generation and to leave behind testimony grew
stronger, and in 1984 the 4 volumes of the tome Testimonies of Survival were
published, conveying the testimonies of the founders’ prewar years and those of the
holocaust. In 1987, a monument was erected in the kibbutz cemetery,
commemorating the families of the founders who perished in the holocaust. This act
was a new presence of the world that was - in the present and future being of the
kibbutz. The individualization of memory influenced the relationship between the
kibbutz and the museum. When, in the community of life, the kibbutz, the individual
story was told, it also penetrated the walls of the museum with the creation of the hall

of the founders - The “Home of Testimony” exhibit in the year 2007.



The convergence of the establishment of the kibbutz with the initiation of a
commemorative enterprise is the base of his concept as publicly expressed on the
founding day. "It was already clear to me then, that Yitzhak had not intended a
monument of hewn stone or blocks of marble. | had well understood that his dream
was that of a living enterprise, becoming part and parcel of the next generation’s
creation following the holocaust; an enterprise which shall be a part of the cultural
fabric of the community of the Land, and will enable the implementation of the
lessons of the holocaust. Not an archive did Yitzhak see in this enterprise but a moral
lesson, not the dust of history did he seek but a lesson for the future".38

The aim of this paper is to describe the parallel growth, side by side, of the kibbutz
founded by survivors and of the museum dedicated to preserving and passing on the
memory of the holocaust, to delve into the connections between them, the mutual
influences, and to inspect the relationship between a community of life and a site of
commemoration, from 1949 until 1984, the year Zvi Schner, the director of the
museum, passed away, and the year of the publication of Testimonies of Survival:
96 Personal interviews from members of Kibbutz Lochamei Hagetaot, telling - in

some instances for the first time - the individual stories of the founders of the kibbutz.

The members of Kibbutz Lochamei HaGetaot designed their lives according to the
principles of the United Kibbutz Movement. It was characterized by independent
labour and participation in the endeavor which yielded a blossoming of all facets of
life. The Ghetto fighters’ House functioned as a branch of the kibbutz, so that
alongside the achievements of the field crops, grazing crops for livestock, vegetable
plots, cowshed and chicken houses, fishponds, vineyards, citrus groves and banana
cultivation; appeared reports of the museum’s gains - such as a survey of the archive
collections, descriptions of the artifacts donated by the members, and details of
research. In spite of this, over the years there were expressions of the complex
relationship held by several of the members toward the museum. There were voices
against its establishment on economic grounds, fearing the burden such an
undertaking would place on the kibbutz, and other voices feared the detriment on the

young native-born Israeli children.

388Zvi Schner, Bamishmeret, Tel Aviv, Ghetto Fighter's House Ltd. and Hkibbutz
Hameuchad Publishing House Ltd. (1986), pp. 11-12.



On the day of the foundation an extensive memorial ceremony was held under the
banner: "The name of the Hebrew Fighter shall be exalted and sanctified". Along the
paths to the ceremony, on wooden boards, an exhibition of photos was displayed,
titled: "so it was - photos of the holocaust and the Uprising". A year after the
founding, despite the unstable financial situation, the kibbutz general assembly
decided to build a cultural house - an undertaking named for Yitzhak Katznelson, in
which the historical archive from the days of the holocaust and heroism would also
be stored. During the fifties, which were instrumental in the forming of the patterns of
holocaust commemoration in the state of Israel, the founders of the “Katznelson
House” established an archive and a library, collected materials, engaged
researchers and contributors, published an academic journal and research papers,
founded a publishing house, built exhibits and an impressive edifice. On Holocaust
Remembrance Day of the 5th of May, 1959 - the first such day marked under the
framework of the law for the commemoration of the holocaust and heroism, which
was legislated that same year - the new building of the museum designed by the
architect Shmuel (Milek) Bikeles was dedicated, and the museum was moved from its
temporary home to its present permanent one.

The two dominant figures in the establishment and direction of the museum were
Antek Zuckerman and Zvi Schner. Their contribution was dominant throughout all the
stages of the building of the museum and its development. They were joined by other
members, including Miriam Novitch, who collected archival materials and works of art
portraying the Holocaust in Europe for the Ghetto Fighters’ House. The creation of
the Ghetto Fighters’ House represented their commitment to document and relate, to

remember and commemorate.

The curators chose to tell the story of the “Dror” movement, and to emphasize the
story of Jewish heroism during the holocaust as it was exemplified through the
revolts in the ghettos and camps, mainly concentrating on the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising. It was the fulfillment of Antek’s dream concerning the active and vital
commemoration of the holocaust and the revolt, and the implication of the lesson in

the future.
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On the 18th of April, 1949, on the sixth anniversary of the outbreak of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, Kibbutz Lochamei HaGetaot was established, with a ceremony
marking the event. Prominent among the founders were Yitzhak “Antek” Zuckerman,
and Zivia Lubetkin, leaders of the "HeHalutz Dror" movement and members of the
Z.0.B., the Jewish Fighting Organization in the Warsaw Ghetto. They were joined by
other members of the Z.0.B. and holocaust survivors from the surviving remnant,
who were located in the “Dror” kibbutzim after the war and had immigrated to the
Land of Israel. They settled in the Western Galilee on the site of Samariya, an Arab
village up to the war of Independence, approximately three kilometers north of Acre,
after it became clear that there was no chance of establishing a large farming
community in Waldheim in the Jezre’el valley - the first settlement they were sent to
on the first day of the Jewish Year (September 1948).

By establishing the kibbutz, they had fulfiled the dream that had originally been
woven in Poland, according to which the surviving members of the movement would
form a memorial for the members who had been murdered. The scroll read during the
foundation ceremony stated: “On this day, we are laying the cornerstone of the
settlement of the United Kibbutz Movement in the name of the Ghetto Fighters, on
the redeemed land of the Western Galilee - A monument of life and creation, to the
Ghetto Uprising. May this settlement rise and grow - a field and memory for our
comrades who gave their lives for our liberty - the free Israel that gathers its exiles to

our land forever”.!

! Zvika Dror (editor), Kibbutz Lochamei Hagetaot: A Story of Humen, Landscape,
Kibbutz Lochamei Hagetaot Publishing (2005), pp. 51 - 52.
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